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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell held a vote on the Green New Deal, believing it 
would drive a wedge between cautious Democratic senators and activists. Senators voted 
57-0 against a motion to take up the resolution, with many voting merely “present.” 

WASHINGTON

While most Senate Republicans are saying climate change is real, they’re struggling to come 
up with a comprehensive strategy for dealing with an issue that looms as a potential 
flashpoint in 2020 congressional election campaigns.


Most GOP senators agreed with Sen. Pat Roberts, a Kansas Republican, who said “climate 
change is real. Humans contribute to climate change.”


But Republicans were wary of supporting any plan that sounds likely to expand the reach of 
government.


“We’re not going to recommend an alternative takeover by the government of the economy,” 
Sen. John Cornyn, a Texas Republican, said, “but we should encourage innovation which will 
help clean the environment by providing incentives for that sort of research. It’s the same 
things we’ve always done.”
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Another complication is that Republicans don’t agree on the scope of the climate change 
crisis.


“There are those that think the Green New Deal is a moral imperative and it may well be,” 
Roberts said. “But farmers feeding the world is also a moral imperative.”


The Democrats’ Green New Deal, spearheaded by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New 
York and Sen. Edward Markey of Massachusetts, is a series of broad goals meant to stem the 
impact of climate change. It has turned into a fierce political weapon for both parties.


Republican leaders on Tuesday forced a vote on the plan, trying to embarrass Democrats into 
going on the record on a proposal that GOP leaders claimed will require the government to 
make major decisions directly affecting how constituents live, play and work. The procedural 
motion failed to get enough votes to cut off debate.


“So my Democratic colleagues’ brilliant new idea their rallying cry is snatching away the 
energy sources that middle-class families use,” charged Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky.


He argued that the Democrats’ plan would mean “shuttering the industries that provide many 
of those families with their livelihoods, changing the homes they live in, the cars they drive, 
and the health care plans they rely on.”


So what’s the Republican alternative?


“There are solutions and Republicans will continue to offer them,” said Sen. John Barrasso, a 
Wyoming Republican who chairs the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. He’s 
stressing “innovation, not regulation,” and said using nuclear energy and carbon capture as 
ways to reduce emissions. Carbon capture is a process where carbon dioxide waste is taken 
somewhere so it does not affect the atmosphere.


Other approaches are being floated. Sen. Lamar Alexander, a Tennessee Republican, this 
week offered a comprehensive plan to combat climate change. He unveiled a “New 
Manhattan Project for Clean Energy,” a five-year plan aimed at easing carbon emissions and 
promoting cleaner energy. Alexander said major elements of his plan could be achieved 
through the federal budget process.


Other Republican senators, including Lindsey Graham of South Carolina and Mitt Romney of 
Utah, have expressed interest in developing a broad approach.


How to fight climate change is emerging as an important issue in 2020 congressional 
elections.


A December Quinnipiac University poll found 61 percent thought extreme weather events of 
the past few years are related to climate change. Two-thirds of those polled by NBC News 
and the Wall Street Journal that month said immediate or some action should be taken to 
curb climate change.
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The issue is of particular concern to younger voters. About two-thirds of those 18 to 34 years 
old say climate change stands to have “a significant negative effect on the world” during their 
lives, well above the numbers registered for other age groups.


The issue could be particularly crucial in Democratic primaries. Quinnipiac found 92 percent 
of Democrats were very or somewhat concerned about climate change, compared to 36 
percent of Republicans.


Republicans are defending vulnerable Senate seats in states hard-hit by those trends in 
recent years, notably Georgia, Colorado, North Carolina and Iowa. Democrats need a net gain 
of four seats next year to win control of the Senate, three if a Democratic presidential 
candidate wins.


In the House, where Republicans are likely to need a net gain of 18 seats to win control, they 
face tough races to regain four Democratic-held districts in New York, four more in New 
Jersey, three in Iowa and two in Virginia, all areas where climate change is an important topic.


Emma Dumain, Andrea Drusch, Lesley Clark and Bryan Lowry of McClatchy’s Washington Bureau 
contributed to this story. 
David Lightman: 202-365-5241, @lightmandavid 

CaliforniaGeo Responds— 

Wyoming Senator John Barrasso’s preference for “innovation, not regulation” is a coordinated 
sound bite in support of Republicans’ strategy of delay.  All the technology required to briskly 
cut back on carbon emissions already exists.  Renewable electricity has been cheaper than 
coal for some time, and the ephemeral promise of carbon dioxide sequestration is nowhere 
near close to cost-effective, working prototypes.


Government involvement IS needed.  No established industry will voluntarily alter its business 
model unless all their competitors do.  The only path to such a level playing field is by 
government regulation to establish carrots and sticks to accomplish progress against the slow 
motion global disaster of climate change.


The majority of U.S. citizens are behind some form of a Green New Deal, producing an 
effective U.S. demonstration of carbon reduction.  Waiting and watching the Republicans’ 
tactics of delay on behalf of their political benefactors won’t make any progress on this 
pressing problem.  In parallel with the opening narration of the former television program The 
Six Million Dollar Man,  “We [already] have the technology.”  Let’s accelerate its use!


–Bill Martin
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