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Aliso Canyon meetings’ agenda revised after Save Porter 
Ranch complaints
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WOODLAND HILLS >> State energy regulators scrambled Monday to modify the agenda 
for two meetings this week on the status of Southern California Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon 
gas storage facility above Porter Ranch after community activists complained the original 
one muzzled public comment.

Officials from the state Department of Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas, and 
Geothermal Resources and the California Public Utilities Commission will be in Woodland 
Hills on Wednesday and Thursday night to discuss the safety of the facility responsible for 
the nation’s largest methane leak.

The first agenda released last week indicated regulators would make a presentation, then 
elected officials would address the panel and members of the public would get into small 
groups to discuss three questions, including their concerns about the underground 
storage facility. But no time was allocated for public comments, outraging the activist 
group Save Porter Ranch as well as the environmental group Food & Water Watch.

“We call that therapy groups,” said Matt Pakucko, president of Save Porter Ranch. “We 
don’t need them at all. We want them to hear the safety concerns and the health 
concerns that the public have. We’re not standing for that.”

His group took to social media and sent emails over the weekend to lambaste regulators 
for the agenda’s format.

State regulators have completed their comprehensive review of the safety of wells at the 
facility and are now determining whether it is safe to allow injection of natural gas to 
resume about one year after the nearly four-month leak was plugged. They’ve said they 
are seeking public comment on a proposal that significantly limits the amount of natural 

http://www.dailynews.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/news
http://www.dailynews.com/general-news/20170130/dailynews.com/general-news/20170126/protesters-demand-probe-of-socalgas-after-aliso-canyon-gas-withdrawal1.512.215.4452
http://www.dailynews.com/general-news/20170130/dailynews.com/general-news/20170126/protesters-demand-probe-of-socalgas-after-aliso-canyon-gas-withdrawal1.512.215.4452
http://dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20170121/aliso-canyon-health-study-hangs-in-balance-as-air-regulators-extend-order
http://dailynews.com/government-and-politics/20170121/aliso-canyon-health-study-hangs-in-balance-as-air-regulators-extend-order


gas that can be stored in the Aliso Canyon facility and would require more stringent safety 
measures.

Alexandra Nagy, senior organizer for Food & Water Watch, agreed the original agenda 
was too narrow.

“As far as the three limited topics of discussion around the integrity of the gas wells, it 
misses the point about safety,” she said. “Residents are still getting sick, and we don’t 
know what caused the blowout.”

Oil and gas division spokeswoman Teresa Schilling said Monday that the original format 
had been changed and instead of doing group sessions, speakers will be able to address 
regulators from the podium.
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