Protest hits natural gas storage facility

RePrinted in the Sacto Bee 5-16-16
BY KIM CHRISTENSEN Los Angeles Times
   LOS ANGELES

   About 20 environmental activists staged a sit-in Sunday at the entrance to the troubled Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility in the San Fernando Valley, calling on Gov. Jerry Brown to keep it closed permanently.

   The Southern California Gas Co. facility has drawn national attention since Oct. 23 when one of its 115 wells began to spew massive amounts of gas into the atmosphere, forcing the evacuation of thousands of nearby residents from their homes. The well has since been capped.

   The protesters began marching about 1 p.m. up to the entrance of the gas facility in the hills above Porter Ranch. Many carried large photos of Brown, L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and other officials they blamed for not taking more aggressive action to address their environmental and health concerns.

   Some of the demonstrators sat down on the driveway to block vehicle traffic. For about three hours they recited several chants, including “I don’t know but I’ve been told, SoCalGas has got to go!” and “Jerry Brown, shut it all down!”

   Los Angeles police officers stood nearby, but no arrests were made. A handful of security people from the gas company protest, which appeared to have little effect on the facilities’ operations.

   “I think people are going to listen,” said Mark Morris, a Granada Hills resident and a member of SoCal 350, one of the advocacy groups behind the protest. “We’ve got to bring attention to this, and historically this is the way to do it – people doing whatever it takes, even if it means risking arrest. It is a beautiful American tradition.”

   “This facility has proven to be extremely dangerous,” said Alexandra Nagy of Food and Water Watch, another advocacy group. “The smells are still coming from this facility … Thousands of people are still displaced.”

   The natural gas leak prompted 8,000 families into temporary housing.

   The leak was capped in February and the gas field has remained shut down.
