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At the front line of a growing movement to fight climate change, Menlo Park will be ushering 
in one of the most restrictive natural gas bans in California. 

By Jan. 1, 2020, heating systems in all new homes and buildings in the city must run on 
electricity, and all new commercial, office and industrial buildings, as well as high-rise 
residences, must rely entirely on electricity, the Menlo Park City Council decided Tuesday 
night. 

Although new one- and two-story homes will be allowed to have natural gas stoves, they must 
be built “electric ready” with the proper wiring to enable all-electric operation in the future. 

The council’s decision, to be adopted through an official vote at its next meeting on Sept. 10, 
comes about a month after Berkeley became the first city in America to ban natural gas from 
new buildings entirely. 

“When we put this into our council priorities, I actually expected this to be a tougher 
meeting,” Mayor Ray Mueller said during Tuesday night’s meeting. “…It’s really great to see 
everyone coming together and trying to make this work.” 

Menlo Park is among more than 50 California communities considering radical measures — 
known formally as “reach codes” — to substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
exceeding the state’s mandated steps toward that goal. 

About 10 residents voiced their opinions on the proposed ban at Tuesday night’s council 
meeting. While all supported phasing out natural gas, most urged the council to go further 
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than the ordinance staff had proposed. Only one person encouraged the council to adopt a less 
restrictive ordinance. 

Fran Dehn, president of the Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce, asked the council to allow gas 
stoves in all new buildings and not just homes. 

“We recommend that this move toward all-electric cooking be carried forward through 
alternatives or incentives  — not an immediate mandate,” Dehn said. 

However, the council decided not to make an exception and mandated that all new restaurants 
and dryers run fully on electricity and that homes are built “electric-ready.” 

City staff reversed an earlier proposal to offer restaurants an exemption for natural gas 
cooking appliances after further researching the benefits of electric-run induction stoves. 

Induction stoves automatically turn off when a pot is removed, are two to three times more 
efficient than natural gas stoves and were the top 10-rated cooktops in the 2018 Consumer 
Reports, Joanna Chen, the city’s sustainability specialist, told the council. 

Natural gas stoves, however, will still be allowed in homes because they are overwhelming 
preferred by residents. 

Restaurants and commercial business owners will be able to appeal the electric stove 
requirement to the city’s environmental equality commission, but the standards for an appeal 
are still being evaluated by city staff. 

No restaurant owners spoke out against the decision Tuesday night, but Sharokina Shams, a 
spokesperson for the California Restaurant Association, said in an email Wednesday that, in 
general, restaurant owners should be able to choose whether to use natural gas or electric 
stoves. 

“It’s important that restaurants, along with all ratepayers, have a diverse set of energy sources 
they can turn to and that includes natural gas,” Shams said in a statement. “That ability to 
choose from a variety of energy options helps provide more affordable and dependable energy 
sources.” 

Menlo Park in 2013 adopted an ambitious goal of reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 
next year to 27 percent of what they were in 2005, when buildings’ energy use accounted for 
55 percent of the city’s total greenhouse gas emissions, according to staff. 

In the next three years, the city expects to see construction of about 100 homes and 21 other 
buildings — office, multifamily, hotel and retail — which could produce almost 213,000 tons of 
greenhouse gases over their life, or an increase in the city’s emissions by 1 or 2 percent 
annually, unless reach codes are instituted. 
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When explaining the possible benefits of the proposed measure, city staff not only touted the 
reduction in carbon emissions but also the cost-effectiveness of switching from natural gas to 
electricity. 

Eliminating natural gas infrastructure from a single-family home can save builders $6,000 
during construction, according to a recently released study from the California Codes and 
Standards program. The exact savings, though, depend on regional gas and electricity rates 
and the energy efficiency of the appliances. 

“It’s very easy to think climate change is a problem that we can’t get our hands around and 
yet, tonight the council has an opportunity to take a step of leadership … and commit to the 
most advanced policies possible to help electrify our buildings and move away from natural 
gas,” resident Adam Stern told the council. 

The new reach codes under consideration in Menlo Park and dozens of cities across California 
could accelerate the state’s ambitious energy goal — set in a bill signed by former Gov. Jerry 
Brown in September — of 100 percent electricity from carbon-free sources by 2045. 

Every three years, the California Building Standards Commission updates its standards and 
requires that jurisdictions across the state update their building codes to meet statewide rules. 
Starting on Jan. 1, 2020, the updated statewide standards will go into effect and, in part, 
require that all new one- and two-story homes install solar panels. 

As jurisdictions look to update their building codes ahead of the upcoming deadline, many are 
going to be looking to Berkeley and Menlo Park as examples of how they can also go beyond 
the statewide mandates. 

“I think (this ordinance) will be a beacon for cities around the country and hopefully around 
the world as a great first step action that we can take to reduce carbon emissions in the short 
term, in a way that really includes really long term benefits — giving us a solid foundation,” 
Dashiell Leeds, a spokesperson for the Loma Prieta Chapter of the Sierra Club, told the council 
Tuesday night. 

California Geo Responds—
Eliminating gas in new construction is a no brainer if we are fighting to de-carbonize our 
society.  The exemption for stovetop gas in residences is a missed opportunity, because tighter 
houses will harbor greater indoor emissions—an increased threat to developing lung tissue in 
children.

Restaurant kitchens may use their exemption application for intense heat specialty cooking, 
but the majority will run with cooler kitchens under induction, reducing A/C loads and electric 
bills.

—Bill Martin
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